Councillor Barry Anderson
Chair, Scrutiny Board (Environment,
Housing and Communities)
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- CITY COUNCIL

Civic Hall
Leeds
LS1 1UR

Civic Hall
Leeds
LS1 1UR
1 October 2019
By e-mail

Dear ClIr Anderson,

You will recall a request for scrutiny into the Council’s Refuse Service in June 2018 signed
by councillors who had concerns about the overall effectiveness of the Refuse Service, the
suitability of the fleet, the number of breakdowns, the suitability of existing policies on issues
such as side waste, areas for improvement within the service and analysis of the impact of
route rationalisation.

Regrettably some of these concerns continue. Full Council has considered two white papers
in recent months on the effectiveness of the service and on the suitability of existing policies
enforced by the service, namely inert and bulky waste charges. Both white paper motions
flagged up valid concerns and also highlighted genuine disagreement amongst Councillors
as to the effectiveness of the service and its policies.

Given the difficulties again experienced with refuse collections across a number of wards in
Leeds in recent months we believe it is appropriate for a further scrutiny inquiry to take
place. This, in our view, should focus on the reasons for continued problems with collections,
the issue of fly tipping, and continued delays to the route rationalisation process, data and
information management and the overall effectiveness of leadership and management
structures within the service.

We hope you will give this matter due consideration at the meeting scheduled for 17 October
2019.

Yours sincerely

Prck Wetorin M S

Councillor Paul Wadsworth Councillor Matthew Robinson Councillor Simon Seary
Guiseley & Rawdon Ward Harewood Ward Pudsey Ward

www.leeds.gov.uk switchboard: 0113 222 4444
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Councillor Caroline Anderson
Adel & Wharfedale Ward
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Councillor Dan Cohen
Alwoodley Ward

Councillor Amanda Carter
Calverley & Farsley Ward

Councillor Ryan Stephenson
Harewood Ward

Councillor Dawn Collins
Horsforth Ward
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Councillor Mark Harrison
Pudsey Ward
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Councillor Alan Lamb
Wetherby Ward
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Councillor Billy Flynn
Adel & Wharfedale Ward
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Councillor Neil Buckley
Alwoodley Ward
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Councillor Graham Latty
Guiseley & Rawdon Ward

AT

Councillor Sam Firth
Harewood Ward

Councillor Jonathon Taylor
Horsforth Ward

Councillor Gerald Wilkinson
Wetherby Ward

Councillor Sarah Field

Garforth & Swillington Ward

switchboard: 0113 222 4444

Councillor Peter Harrand
Alwoodley Ward
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Councillor Andrew Carter
Calverley & Farsley Ward
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Councillor Pat Latty
Guiseley & Rawdon Ward

Councillor Jackie Shemilt
Horsforth Ward

Councillor Trish Smith
Pudsey Ward

Councillor Norma Harrington
Wetherby Ward
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Councillor Mark Dobson
Garforth & Swillington Ward
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Councillor Suzanne McCormack
Garforth & Swillington Ward
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Councillor David Blackburn
Farnley & Wortley Ward
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Councillor Robert Finnigan
Morley North Ward
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Councillor Colin Campbell
Otley & Yeadon Ward

switchboard: 0113 222 4444
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Councillor Judith Elliott
Morley South Ward



